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 PASTORAL MESSAGE

The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven
“He answered and said unto them, Because it is
given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.”
Matt 13:11

Dear Members in Christ,

 ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE

In line with the Movement Control Order by the
Malaysian Government, all church activities and
services will be suspended, until 31 March 2020.
For the Lord's Day Worship Service, we encourage all
worshippers to log into online services, available on
Sunday:
10.00am: BPCWA
http://www.bpcwa.org.au/livestream
10.30am: Calvary Pandan
http://www.calvarypandan.sg/events/live-mws
11.00am: Gethsemane1
https://www.facebook.com/Gethsemane.BP.Church
11.00am: Gethsemane2
https://www.youtube.com/user/gethsemanebpc
11.00am: Gethsemane3
http://www.gethsemanebpc.com
6.30pm: Calvary Pandan
http://www.calvarypandan.sg/events/live-sgh
2018-2020: Calvary Jaya
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNCtrETFw
Xwgm5z6LXKZX5U-Wknt0xm0V

The Value of the Old Testament Bible
The religious leaders Pharisees worshipped money
rather than God in the New Testament times. They
thought wealth is a sure sign of God’s favour. Wealthy
man is righteous man and they will be well received in
the next world. Surely they will be in the presence of
God with the father of the Jews, Abraham. They
despised Jesus and His disciples who are poor. Jesus
corrected such false belief through a parable in Luke
16:19-31.
1.

The contrast in the present world (vs. 19-21)

One rich man who was not named was dressed in
purple and fine linen. Only very rich people can afford
to dress like that. The rich man also lived to show off
his wealth. He was selfish. He had an external glorious
lifestyle. He was the example of success in the eyes of
many people. There was a very poor man called
Lazarus. He was a beggar but he was given a name in
this parable. His name means “God helps.” It shows
divine favour upon this man though he was very poor.
Did God help him? Many people wonder. If God helps
him, how he is so poor. Not only was he penniless, he
was also crippled. Sadness upon sadness. He was laid
at the rich man’s gate daily. The gate was very
glorious. What a contrast with this poor beggar. Every
day, Lazarus hoped to get some food which was
thrown from the rich man’s table. Bear in mind that
people ate with their fingers in those days. They would
wipe their fingers on pieces of bread after food. Then
they will throw onto the floor like used tissue paper.
These scraps may be good for dogs but such food was
the longing of this poor beggar. The rich man never
bothered to feed Lazarus though he sees him every
day at his gate. Actually, he doesn’t need to travel far
to show mercy to the poor. He had someone who was
at his gate. Anyway, he just ignored what the Old
Testament teaches regarding showing mercy to the
poor neighbour. The Old Testament scriptures have
many teachings on showing mercy to the poor. But this
rich man believed in himself and his wealth only. He
doesn’t honour God and man. To him, it is not
necessary to believe in God and ask for His mercy.
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The poor man was also unhealthy. He was covered in
sores. The wild dogs came and licked his sores.
Certainly such a poor and unhealthy man is hated by
God. Nobody pitied him except the unclean animals
like the dogs. Surely he will go to hell when he dies. So
the self-righteous people thought. Though he was
poor, Lazarus believed in God. He knows that he is a
sinner that needs God to save him.
2.

 WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES - CANCELLED

 NEXT LORD’S DAY
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The contrast in the next world (vs. 22-31)

Everyone has to depart from the present world one
day. Someone said, “Death removes the difference
between king and beggar.” The beggar went to a
blessed place after he died. He was carried by the
angels to the bosom of Abraham. That is a picture of
blessedness. He is able to sit with father Abraham in
God’s presence. This is the place for all who
acknowledge their sin and believe in the Lord and
Saviour. This is the place for all whose sins are
forgiven and die in the Lord. Probably Lazarus had no
proper burial because he was so poor and sickly.
The rich man also died and he was buried. Because of
his wealth, we can imagine many important people
came for the burial service. Many women were
engaged to weep for him. This was the custom of
those days. He had a glorious funeral service. But
there was no mention that the angels of the Lord came
to carry him to the blessed place. The unbelieving rich
man went to a place of continuous suffering that is
called hell. He did not go there because he is rich. He
was sent there due to his unbelief in the Lord. Lazarus
went to the blessed place not because of his poverty
but because of his faith in the Lord. He believed in the
Word of God which he had heard when he was still
alive.
In hell, the rich man lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham and Lazarus afar off. He cried to father
Abraham in his suffering. He was in a place where the
unrighteousness will be punished forever. He prayed to
the wrong person. Instead of praying to God, he
prayed to father Abraham. He asked Abraham to send
Lazarus to cool his tongue. He still looked down on a
righteousness man like Lazarus. Abraham told him to
reflect on his life on earth. He had received good
things but all he cared was to glorify himself. He was
not known to give to the Lord generously, let alone
giving to the poor. He addressed Abraham as father.
Does he have faith in the Lord like Abraham? He was
a Jew, God’s covenant people. But the Word of God
had no influence in his life. He did not trust in the Lord.
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All his trust was in physical wealth. Besides this,
nobody can go from the blessed place to the
place of suffering. Their movement is being
restricted by the Lord.
Then the rich man begged Abraham to send
Lazarus to his father’s house. The purpose was
to witness to his five brothers. He wanted to warn
his brothers not to end up like him. Were his
brothers of the same character like him? Did they
believe in themselves and their wealth only? Did
they care for God and eternity? But Abraham
answered that the brothers have Moses and the
prophets. Moses and the prophets were referred
to in the Old Testament scriptures. Have they not
been taught by the rabbis of the Word of God?
Let them tremble by hearing God’s Word. Let
them repent of their sin and believe in the Lord.
There was no need to send Lazarus to witness to
them. The Word of God is taught to every Jew
especially in the Holy Land. Nobody can say
honestly, I never heard it before. The Jews have
been hearing lessons from the Old Testament
Bible from childhood to adulthood.

counsel together for to put him to death” (John
11:53). How sad. But how true is the concluding
words of Abraham. “And he said unto him, If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead” (Luke 16:31).

Growing in grace & knowledge of Christ,
Pastor Lee Kim Shong

But the rich man disagreed. Arguing that his
brothers would repent if someone came back
from death were to be sent to them. Abraham
corrected him by saying, If they do not hear
God’s Word, neither would they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead. Miracles cannot
help us to believe in Christ if we do not take heed
to God’s Word. The sinners must honour God by
repenting from their sin and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus suffered and died
for our sin. He was buried and rose again
physically on the third day. The Old Testament
teaches the same good news as in the New
Testament.
Later, another Jewish man with the same name
called Lazarus died. After a few days, the Lord
Jesus called him out of his tomb. He was
physically back alive and he caught the attention
of many Jews including the religious leaders.
Such wonderful miracle was supposed to cause
people to trust in Christ. The miracle testifies to
the claims of Jesus. “Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live”
(John 11:25). But the Jewish religious leaders
decided to get rid of Jesus instead of believing
the gospel. “Then from that day forth they took
3

 ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMING EVENTS

 TITHES & OFFERING
You may send your tithes and offerings to the church
bank account, details below:-

 PUCHONG 18TH ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING
- CANCELLED

Bank Name: Alliance Bank Malaysia Berhad
Account no.: 121540010040213
Name: Calvary Jaya Bible-Presbyterian Fellowship

 TEACHERS & PARENTS SEMINAR - CANCELLED

 PASTORAL ADVICE
May the Lord help us to be law-abiding citizens of
Malaysia. It will help the government and the frontline
healthcare workers in handling the fight against the
virus. This is a time for us to meditate upon God’s Word
and pray. This is also a good time for us to relate to our
family members. May God have mercy on all the
countries that are affected by this virus.

 MEMORY VERSE EXHORTATION (Luke 16:29)
The Law and the Prophets bore testimony to God’s
requirement for fellowship with Himself and revealed
the way by which people can be accepted by God. The
testimony of the Law and the Prophets as sufficient,
and no added witness was necessary to bring people to
faith.

 LORD’S DAY DUTIES

This Morning

Next Week

Ai King
Siew Tuo / Joel

Dorothy
Steph / Janelle

This Evening

Preacher
Chairman
Greeters
Ushers &
Offering Stewards
Pianist
Organist
Public Address
Mt. Zion
Canaan
Noah’s Ark
Song Leader
Lunch Fellowship
Library
Bookroom
Youth Fellowship
Grace
Deaf Ministry

No gathering in church
Eric Mak
Chen Ai
Bryan / Shaun
David
Jade
Jasmine / Yoong Fang
Jacqueline
Lois
Iris / Dorcas
Dns. Gina Wong
Joshua Law
Clement Lee
Eld. Chan Wan Fook
Shin Yee

Ying Yu
Chen Ai
Clement / Wymin
David
Jade
Mei Hua / Yew Hoong
Jacqueline
Monica
Josiah
David Chong / Nicole
Joshua Law
Chang Wah Choon
Jerome Liew
Eld. Chan Wan Fook
Shin Yee

3 steps to prevent
COVID-19:1. Stay at home.
2. Wash your hands
frequently with water
& soap or otherwise,
hand sanitiser.
3. Keep 1 metre distance
between individuals in
public places.

 LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE, TITHES & OFFERING

Worship Service
General Fund
Designated Gifts

English
Chinese
Puchong
101 (A) 5 (C)
46 (A) 6 (C)
12 (A) 1 (C)
RM9,659.00
RM1,684.00
RM550.00
Betty Ng (RM50); Liew siblings (RM600)
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